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MOTHER

knew best

Kelle Smith wins second title
in four years with a horse her

mother found.

wo years ago in Olkdahoma

City, Kelle Smith's mother,

Jovee Chamberlain, went

\|1ll'|‘F'1FI_L[ for o hot mew rein-
ing prospect dunng the 2004 NRHA
Fumerity finals, Kelle and her hushand,
Belle Center, Chhio, horse traner Sam
Smith, went .|]||:|.|.:.

Chamberlun and the Smiths head-
ed in separate directions for o while,
but later Kelle and Sam found her
closely inspecting 4 yearling daughter
of ['qm.lluhl:u.dru Whiz our of Actress
Amna by Hollwood Jac 86, Kelle
Smith and that mare, ”) f:lluluith
Anna, won the 2006 NEHA Non-Pro
Ll'h.ilrl.]\|-|1||~1:|i|l on Dec. 1 in Oklahoma
City with a 221 o camn 537,189,

“My o wies in the stall perting ber,”
Kelle Smth said as she rocalled the fist
time she ever saw the smooth-moving
mare she now calls “Anna “-.::ul:l..l_"'.\lul_l.
o i i fittle old gray-haired lady. Sam
pul]n! her out of the stall and 1 warned
her,”

Kelle Smith, a 2003 MRHA Mon-ro
Futunity and the 2004 NRHA Now-Pro
Dierby winner, and Spm Smith, an Open
disision winner of tbour S200,000 since
1988, according to Equi-Stat records,
noticed the mare looked pretey goaoxd,
After checking out her breeding, they
hath liked her, but Kelle and Sam had
not lnoked at the mare until finding her
with Kelle's mom.

“3he 15 the one that deserves all the
credit for this” Kelle said. *IF she had
not found her ar the sale as a yearling,
we wouldn't have bought her. [ told her
its a risk when you buy a yearling, It
obviously worked our.”

Chamberlain, the mare’s unoffical
part owner, nearly missed seang her
duughter ride the mare to their big win.
She got stuck in a snowstorm in Tulsa
and armived in Oklahoma City shortly
betore the Mon-Pro finals

“She pot here just before it started,”
Smith said. “She’s just ecseatic about the
whaole thing.”

Smith, of course, was also guite
||,|P!'-_l. abour the final-mound perfor-
mance she received from 4 mare she
promanly trained on her own Her hus-
band had primanly trmined her 2004
NRHA Noo-Pro winner, See Ya At
Seven, a gelding by Hollvwood Exghty
Six out of Pure Lil |’|:|lp|., and her 2004
NRHA Derby Champion Chexanicki,
4 mare |:I:|. Bueno Chexanie out of DS
Faney Footwork. She did nor start nd-
ing See Ya At Seven until October of
his 3-year-old season, bur she tode _I["ul
Congquista Anna from the start.

*This one has been mone my prog-
ect,” Smith said. 1 started riding her
|I|:|.'uc|r- in _rI||:||.' of her 2-vear-old year,
{]]1-.'||s|;'\.|:|.'_ with Sam’ Iw]P. she was
abwarys just wonderful.”

Dunng the summes, Smith and JD
Conquistsa Anna earmed  $1,818 and
51,444 checks wath No. 1 and Mo, 2 fin-
ishes during rwo Ohio meining events,
andd §1,730 with a Mo,
MNon-Pro finals st the Tulsa Reming
Chisic. Ar Ocrobers All American

uarter Home Congress in Columbus,
U]'IHI. the mare broke het it n the
finals, bur still finkshed cighth o cam
§2,091,

*She’s noever been bad, Ir's just been
litle problems, untl tondght,” Smith
e, “Ax I!|.u|.|_1.. she was !\'1!-:-! in the
'_.Iu':‘l'lllnl.l. tow”

She also e ked up aniother §5,944
in Oklaboma Ciry by guding another
finalist, Smart Chic O Bar, a mare by
Smart Chic O Ollena our of Sonitalena
Bar, to a tie for ninth in the finals with
a 145, She and that horse marked a
217.5 in the first go, matching the first-
o score she posted with ]I Conguista
Anna

Mandy MeCutcheon, Aubrey, Texas,
fimthed as the Reserve E'h.m:ll:nu and
the third-place fder, to cam 4 com
bined §52.176 in the Non-Pro finals
She set the bar high from the No, 7
draw in the
219.5 on | Spin For Chics, a stallion by

finish in the

-horse finals with a

Kelle Smith and 1) Conquista Anna marked a 221 in the Moa-Pro Futarity finals 1o earn
$37.198.

|'.J:|1;:|.'\. L'l.hs_l. pn;p]\j out of Chics Koko
Angel by Smart Chic Olbena, owned by
her father, Thm hTLLlE:.ufr MeCutchoon
and SL) Sweet N Juicy, a daughter of
St Like Juice out of Jacks My Sugar
Daddy, thar she and her husband, Tom
McCutcheon, own, placed third with o
217.5 from the No. 1 draw

Knowing his wife would compete
'|'|.'|Ih_l|.] Conguasta Anna from the No,
22 draw, Sam Smith felt confident after
those mens

"l knew if the mare competed the
way she's capable of, she would win,”™ he
saicd, “The Wiy that this mare had been
working here, | had told someone she
could make a u|||§l||.' of mistakes and
still mark 4 2197

I':-.';r_l.'llliu;.'L clicked during Kelle
Smiths finals run wath Anma Banana

She asked the horse for more than she
bl ever asked for in the past. The mare
had no !1n-1-!cm rl;.n[lll;.: nom-verhal
cues during a high-octane mun featur-
ing plenty of speed and precision on
the circles and the spins, plos several
outstanding shides.

“She was J'lwq:u- EAVENG, “Whar next,
Kelle* What next® There was nothing |
would change, except mavbe I could be
in a little better shape and nide a linke
harder. T was runnimg out of breath and
strugghing near the end,” Kelle said. *1
fimally decided m say ‘whoa' jusr a litthe
bt L‘JT::. -

Asked about Kelles performance,
Sam Smith sod he doss noe well hs
wife how to ride, The couple owns 10
hamses, Sam trains others for a fong lise
of chients. He does help Kelle train, but
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Kelle Smith, her husband, S5am Smith, and 1) Conguista Anma celebrate thear success along

S - 3

with, al left, Kelle’s mothec, Joyce Chamberiain, and at righl, Sam’s dad, Ray Smith, Aso pic-
tured at beft is Family friend Gearge Shifrin, who owns Conguistador Whiz,

she adds her own twists, too.

“She’s not myv stodent,” he sid of
the longtime honcwoman he marricd
in Moy 1998, *She has squdied MeIfng
and has developed her own style and
her own deal that really works for her
When she pets u borse that fits het,
hike this mare, they're just real hard o
beae.”

Since 1999, Kelle Smuth has camed
525344 in reming The Smiths |||__1||
ik I\;c{p_“'.l Conguista Anna, with kelle
continng to rde her in several major
derbw cvenis,

“That will be her life for a few :u.-.lr-.‘
she saic Sam Smith said the marne is an
outstanding broodmare prospect, but
conceded due to his wife'’s recent and
|l:11|'l.|E'|l.' future sucoess with her, 1D
LCongiusts Annas days as a mother will
probably wait for a while.

Kelle enjoyed the fact that she had 19
hases berween her first and her second
finals rigdes in Oklaboma i_':l::l.
still nervous after she and JD Conguista
Anna marked their 221 from the No,
22 draw, There were still nine horses

F WS

and nders 1o go. She warched part of
one of her fellow niders’ muns, then left
the stands becasse she couldnt bear o
watch the rest.

"I']'ur_l. e your fricnids amd you want
them to do well, but yvou cheer for vour-
self a lintle bit more,” Kelle said

Aside from Kelle Smuth, the persan
whi |lr|:-|1.J|;~'|:|.' srmiiled the most atter her
victory was her mother

“My mom has been a very big par
uf My entise life showing,” Stuth sasd.
*We went o hone shows from the
time | was 4 vears old. | wanted her
be proud. Thar’s the first thing thar |
thought of when we won,”

Asked how the pair planned o cel-
ehrate o victory on the horse that her
mom found ar 2 sale, Smith sad, "We'll
g shopping,”

The next day

in Oklahoma  City,

another Futurity Prospect Sale ook
|'||.J|.L in a barn adjacent to the Coliscum

arcra, =AST

Reserve Champion

Mundy McCuorcheon didn’t mind
finishing a ¢lose second in the Non-Pro
fimals wath a 219.5 aboard 1 Spin Fue
Chics, a converted comv home etallion
thar had previously competed at one
event: the 2006 NRCHA Snuffle Bit
I'L|:|I!|.|'rir}' in Reno, Nev

The 29-year-old Aubrey, Texs, rider
and the son of Tangys Classy Peppy out
of Chics Koko \rl;.;rl !1}' Smart Chic
lena marked a 219.5 during the Dec.
1 finals in Oklahoma City. The stallion
was purchased in early October by her
father, |l:u¢.'ru.i.||:|. Texas feining horse
tratner 1 H.Q&u&. MeCutchenn and
I Spin For Chics also marked a 224 in
the first go and eamned $29,209 ar their
firse reinng event.

"1 bl mo ddea how he was posng o
walk i there and show,” McCutcheon
satid, *1 thought he could go in there and
start looking for cows. He didnt. He
walked in there and staved hooked up »

MeCutcheon also placed third in the
Not-Pro finals with 2 217.5 aboard SLR
Sweet N Irlm v d ||.1.||!.:hr|."r of Smart Like
Juice out of Jacks My Sugar Daddy by
Hollywood Jac 86, a much more experi-
enced reiner that she and her hushand,
trainer Tom McCutcheon, co-own. She
aned SLR Sweet N Juicy carned $22,967
even though MceCuorcheon said she
nearly kost her shirr during their run,

Winning s combined $52,1 76 allowed
MeCurcheon o move within $50,000
of becoming the first woman and the
first non-pro nider o eam mone than
81 million as a reirting horse pider, Inall
likelibod, she and Tom will alwo soon
became the first husband-and-wife duo
to each earm more than §1 milllon. Tom
MeCutcheon mowed within lesa than
£40,000 of becoming the next reiner

Non-Pro Reserve Champsons Mandy McCutcheon and | Spin For Chics teamed up for an
impressive debul in Oklahoma City, scoring & 219.5 for Reserve.

in NRHA history to top 51 million by
carning $30,048 in Oklahoma during
the Open Futurity finals.

“1 feel so formnate it such a farmaly
thisye for us,” said Mandv MeCutcheon,
whose father, Tim, was the first reining
horse rider to eam more than $2 mil
lon. Her mother, Colleen M Chay, b
ko 2 rr-.i1r.14'.| ||'.|.||!rr."j'.|.||1p¢'r nider
and Mandy occasonally competes in
that discipline, noo,

“There's no way I comtld o it withouy
my parents and Tom and the peo-
ple that work for both of them. They
arc the oncs thar make it happen,”
McCutcheon saad

1 '.H'Fn:l For Chics F~|.Jn';| 11th in the
Non-Pro finals wath then-owner Rachel
Endy at the Natonal Reined Cow
Horse Association Snaffte Bit |"<|.ru1il!|
m lare !';I;'II:CHI!H_'T w earn §5,.243
He then ended up in the MeQuaw'
bam and under McCotcheons saddle
thanks 1o a tp fromm twa Fraenads, trainer
Todd Crawford and a former MoQuay
emplinee, Debby Arballo, They noticed
the homes mining potential in Reno
anad quackly called Tim M (uay,

"He asked them how much he would

oost, then said, ‘Brng him home, I'll
try him,™ McCurcheon said. *We truse
their llF"Iﬂilil'l..

The ||1:||_I. real problem since then
wis that the hore came down wath o
severe fever in the process of getting
transported o Tes

=“He wan real sick,” MeCurcheon sad
"We didn't know if be was even going
to make it. Abour 10 days after he got
home, he started geming better and we
started ridingr ham, He Just had o gt
used to my dad’s program a firthe bit and
learn what we do.”

| .';]'Hn For Chics “just has o neal
gﬂnl feel and he fitn me really well”
MeCurcheon sid

That was not as true of a snap-
on shirt thar Mandy wore during her
I-Ir\l ':.II'..'IJ." III.I.C. .‘L!Il[\'\'.l:l llll'."ll["h h\.'r
thind-place fimith with SL] Sweer N
Juicy, MeCutcheon's shire bryshed
aptinst the saddle hom and several
sthags popped loose, The shin staved on
and McCurcheon was weannog a T-shirt
beneath it, but the incident did distract
hier a bit

Ity 2 good thing she's ax good s she
is because her kast two stops were on
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